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Summary
This house contains the remains of a late medieval smoke-blackened roof. The roof is
of an unusual type, with clasped purlins and dovetail-lapped collars, which suggest
that the original walls were of stone. The original building may date from around the
earlier 16th century. A pyramid-stopped beam in the former open hall suggests that
this was floored in around the mid-16th century. Major alterations were made around
the mid-17th century, when a fine front gable was added, with an unusual 2-storey bay
window.

Site
OS ref: SK874972
Orientation: For report purposes, the front gable to the road is taken as facing N.
The house is orientated at right angles to Stoke Road, with the north gable fronting
onto the street. There is quite a large plot to the south. An extension of 18th/19th
century date to the south of the house was largely rebuilt in recent times, and a further
large extension was added to the south-west. A stone wall runs south of the house,
linked to a small stone-built privy.

Materials
Coursed ironstone, with roof now of concrete tiles, but formerly thatched.

External features
The house forms a single range, originally three cells in length and of 1½ storeys.
The north gable end facing onto Stoke Road has a 2-storey bay window of rectangular
type with an unusual gable pediment over it. The gable is built of well-coursed
ironstone with fairly large blocks and good quoins. At the base is a chamfered plinth,
which does not extend around the north-west and north-east corners. The bay window
has ovolo-moulded lights, with cornices of an unusual ovolo and cavetto moulding.
The jamb stones of the windows turn onto and are bonded into the main face of the
gable, indicating that the bay window was built with the gable, not added to it later.
The gable pediment over the bay has kneeler stones, and a gable parapet coping, at the
apex of which is a finial, with roll-moulded gablets on three sides. The main north
gable has kneelers with ogee half-pendant corbels and a parapet coping. At the top,
the coping is broken by the chimneystack, which is a rather later rebuild. The stack is
of ironstone ashlar, with two flues, a chamfered plinth and a plain square string
course.
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On the west side, the northern section is built of neatly coursed ironstone, but with a
kinked angle to the wall around 1m from the north-west corner and a straight joint to
the lower 1m only. Beyond this joint line is a small square window with chamfered
ironstone surround. Next comes a projecting feature which looks like a lateral
chimneystack, with large ironstone quoins. Beyond the stack, the wall has been much
rebuilt, but has some more irregular walling at low level of older date, with an offset
plinth of coursed rubble stone. The upper part of the wall has been raised and rebuilt
in recent times.
On the east side, the northern section is of good-sized, well-coursed ironstone blocks,
with quite a lot of limestone. There is a straight joint 850mm in from the north-east
corner, with a chamfered plinth to the south, but not to the north side. The ground
floor has a stone 2-light ovolo-moulded window, whose cornice seems to have been
hacked off. Just north of the doorway, there is an irregular step in the wallface,
indicating that the section to the south has been rebuilt, with no plinth here. The
doorway is of ironstone with a flat head, and ovolo/cyma mouldings, though the lower
part has been altered, with a plain chamfer . It probably dates from the late 17th or
very early 18th century. South of the doorway, the wall has been refaced in the 18th
century, with a ground floor window which has a segmental arch of neat ironstone
voussoirs. The two first floor windows also have ironstone cills with stooled ends of
this date. The final section near the south-east corner is again of 17th century
ironstone walling with good quoins and an ingle window of chamfered stone.
The south gable is only partly visible, covered by the later extension. On the ground
floor is another 17th century chamfered ironstone ingle window. The gable has a plain
kneeler and parapet coping, with seating for a stack. The stack has one flue, but has
been rebuilt in the 19th/20th century in brick.
There are two iron casement windows with leaded lights on pintle hinges with
quadrant stays to the front bay, and three more to the east side, all of 18th century date.
The rest of the windows and doors have been replaced in recent times.

Internal features
Ground floor
The ground floor now has one long main room to the south and a smaller room to the
north. The main room must have been subdivided by a partition wall previously but is
now an unusually long space. At the south end is a large inglenook fireplace, with a
fine curved ingle beam which is chamfered with ogee stops. It seems this curved
beam is original, not a re-used timber, as it has no old joints or pegholes. The ceiling
has three transverse beams. The central beam is of considerable interest, as it has
60mm chamfers on both sides, with pyramid stops at both ends. Other local examples
of such beams with pyramid stops have been found to date from the mid-16th century.
The other two beams have chamfers but no stops. In the north-west corner of the
room is an unusually placed small cupboard-like recess. Both the east and west walls
have a pronounced batter, an indication of early date. The north room has a splayed
corner fireplace with plain ironstone jambs and plain flat head. The ceiling beam here
is cased with softwood.
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The addition to the south has been largely rebuilt recently, with no early features
visible.
First floor
The south bedroom has a large stepped stone stack for the inglenook, with no
fireplace to the first floor. The stack has a main beam built into the stonework, which
bears onto another smaller beam in the west side wall of the stack. The north
bedroom has another splayed corner fireplace, with a 19th century iron grate.
Roof structure
In the roof void, the remains of a smoke-blackened late medieval roof structure can be
seen. Truss T3 at the centre of the building is quite well preserved, with fairly light
principal rafters (c.150x75mm) and a dovetail-lapped collar (190x65mm), forming an
A-frame. The collar clasps fairly slender purlins (115x75mm) and is fixed with two
pegs. The collar is square not chamfered to the underside. The upper part of the
truss, above purlin height, has been cut away. The face side of the truss is to the north,
but no carpenter’s marks are visible. A partition of ash pole, oak lath and lime plaster
has been nailed onto the north side of the truss at a later date, but it seems the original
truss was open, not closed, as it is heavily sooted on both sides. The partition infill is
also however sooted to the south side, suggesting that it formed a later smoke bay.
To the north, Truss T1 has the remains of two principal rafters, one of which still
shows jointing for the dovetail-lap collar and clasped purlin. The original purlin
survives on both sides between T1 and T3, and three wide, curved wind-braces
(c.300x35mm) also survive. South of T3, the original purlin survives on the east side
as far as T4, and on the west side for the entire length up to the south gable. Straightsplayed scarf joints are evident in the purlins, with two joints oddly placed half-way
between T1 and T3. The wind-braces, where visible, are tenoned to the principal
rafters and have a pegged, lapped joint over the top of the purlins. Various original
sooted rafters (c.120x80mm, laid flat) survive, though often re-set.
Although much damaged, and only surviving in fragmentary state, there is thus clear
evidence for a medieval roof of an open hall house. The roof had trusses at T1 and
T3, and probably another now missing around T4. It seems that the medieval roof
was in four bays, probably covering the same area as the later main range. The heavy
sooting of T3 may indicate that this truss stood near the centre of an open hall, over
the central hearth. The relative lack of sooting to the northern half of bay 2 is not
readily explained, as there seems to be no closed partition to prevent the wider
dispersal of smoke.
This clasped purlin roof is rather different to a number of other late medieval clasped
purlin roofs in the area. It has principal rafters of fairly slight scantling, not much
larger than the common rafters. The dovetail lap joint used for the collar, instead of a
tenoned joint, is particularly unusual. This is probably explained by the fact that the
truss is of A-frame configuration, without the tie beam usually found in other clasped
purlin examples. The dovetail lap collar would have served to prevent the principal
rafters spreading apart much more effectively then a tenoned joint. The use of the
dovetail also suggests that the main walling was of stone, not timber, which would be
better able to withstand the outward thrust form such an A-frame roof. One would
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expect that the original roof had no ridge, with common rafters bridle-jointed at the
apex, but the whole of the upper roof has been lost.
In the 17th century, Trusses T2 and T4 were inserted into the late medieval clasped
purlin structure. They are also of A-frame type but have the purlins trenched into the
back of the principal rafters. The collar (150x90mm) is tenoned and pegged to the
principals (200x110mm). The inner edge of the principal rafters is chamfered below
and above the collar. The collar to T2 is also chamfered above and below, although
this was originally a closed partition, as shown by a V-groove to the top and bottom
sides of the collar. T4 has the pegged mortices for missing arch-braces, so could have
been over the principal first floor chamber, though if so the room was unheated. Some
lengths of purlin were replaced at this time, with two new wind-braces on the west
side of T4. New rafters were of ash pole type, nailed to the purlins, not pegged. All
these later timbers can be distinguished by their lack of smoke-blackening. The 17th
century roof was ceiled at collar level, with white-painted plaster in the roof void up
to this higher level. The inner face of the north gable in the roof space shows
disruption to masonry, indicating that the corner chimneybreast is a later addition.
Within the roof void are several loose or loosely re-set timbers, probably also from
the earlier structure. A timber re-set to T1 is c.125x150mm in section and has three
long mortices, which must have been used to house the studs of a timber-framed wall.
In bay 2 there are two loose timbers, 135x110mm in section with small chamfers and
unsooted, one of which has a scribed carpenter’s mark on it. The south gable stone
stack has an unusual heavy timber (c.150x125mm) bedded into the face of the
chimneybreast, with a smoke-blackened end protruding out beyond the masonry on
the west side, which now supports the purlin. The roof structure was over-roofed with
modern timbers in the 20th century when the thatch was replaced, with full
replacement of timbers to the north bay (bay 1).

Site history
The 1804 enclosure map shows the building as a single range, with outbuildings top
the south-east. The copyhold plot of 1 acre 2 perches, stretching some distance to the
south, was held by Hannah Seaton. In 1848 the Burghley estate map and schedule
describe the property (plot 65) as ‘House outbuildings yard and garden’ of 22 perches,
owned by John Monckton Esq., and occupied by George Smith. Plot no 64, a
‘Paddock’ was held by the same owner and occupiers. Immediately east of the house
was plot 66, ‘Two tenements building and garden’.

Date and development
The original building was a late medieval hall house with an open hearth, probably
consisting of four bays and occupying much the same footprint as the later house.
The open hall was probably of two bays at the centre of the range, with truss T3
spanning across its centre. The roof type with clasped purlin and dovetail-lapped
collar is unusual in the area. The only parallel known to the author for such a roof of
equivalent date, with sooted timbers, is at 11, Church St., Easton on the Hill,
Northamptonshire. This building also probably had walls of stone originally, not
timber. Parts of the stone walls may date from the original building, though one would
expect them to be of greater thickness. Other examples of clasped purlin roofs –
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which are quite rare, but of which several have been recorded in the area – all have
tenoned collars. There are later examples of A-frame roofs with clasped purlins and
dovetailed collars, but these are of 17th or 18th century date. The date of the original
house is difficult to judge, but seems more likely to be early 16th century than 15th
century.
At some point in the earlier 16th century the open truss T3 was infilled to create a
partition, with a smoke bay in the central hall room on the south side. The lateral
chimneystack to the north-west may have been added at the same date, creating a
heated parlour. The pyramid-stopped beam spanning the central room suggests that
the open hall had a first floor inserted around the mid-16th century.
The building was then much transformed in the 17th century. The north gable,
together with its 2-storey bay window, is clearly an addition of this period, as
indicated by its kinked angle to the main structure and the changes in stonemasonry.
The south gable with its large inglenook fireplace and ingle windows is also of this
date, together with other sections of walling and the later roof structure. The
stonemasonry detailing of the north gable suggests that this work was carried out
around 1640-70. The house must have been subdivided into two or three bays on the
ground floor, but the divisions have been lost. The major cooking hearth, and hence
the kitchen, were now at the south end. There was probably a hall room in the centre,
with a parlour at the north end, either unheated or still using the lateral chimneystack.
Further changes were made around the mid-18th century, when the south half of the
east wall was rebuilt and new windows provided. The corner fireplaces were
probably added to the northern parlour and bedchamber at this time, if not a little
earlier.

Nick Hill
May 2014
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The north gable
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The former lateral
chimneystack

The west side

The inglenook fireplace to the south room

Pyramid chamfer stop to ceiling beam

North face of late medieval truss T3, with smoke-blackening. Truncated above purlin level

Detail of truss T3, with clasped purlin and dovetail-lapped collar

West side of bay 2, with deep wind-brace to purlin

South face of later truss T2, truncated above purlin

National Monuments Record photo, ref BB754048

Photo of c.1938, with Ethel Gray (courtesy of Mr D. Clarke)
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